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The best 
pole and glove 

in the world 
for everybody.

VISION



LEKI ORIGIN
Our vision isn’t new; it’s as old as the first ski pole 
made by Karl Lenhart in the early 1960s.

Karl was a passionate skier who dreamt of 
the perfect pole. He decided to improve upon 
the fragile bamboo shafts he’d been using 
at the time. With his experience in aircraft 
construction, he manufactured the first pole 
from aluminum, a metal that’s strong, light and 
flexible all at the same time.
Since then, ideas for improvements and 
innovations have continued. We start with the 
top athletes. When the best in the world are 
100% satisfied, so are we. As we continue to 
evolve, it’s important for us to gather input from 
world-class athletes as well as from recreational 
enthusiasts to ensure that the improvements 
we make meet the needs of all users.
The story of LEKI is the story of the people 
and their exciting endeavors to climb the 
highest mountains, ski the race of their lives 
or discover unknown places. We provide extra 
speed, security, comfort and support, and we 
like to think of ourselves as the tailwind on 
your personal journey to top performance and 
unforgettable moments in the outdoors. 
You can do it without tailwind, but once you‘ve 
had it, you‘ll never want to be without it again!
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TREKKING
In 1974, LEKI introduced the first 
trekking pole to the world market. 
LEKI brought to the Alps what 
had long been used by Reinhold 
Messner and other high-altitude 
mountaineers in the Himalayas. 
These days, it`s hard to imagine 
how unusual hiking with poles 
must have been back in those 
days, since trekking poles are now 
a must-have for every trip.

NORDIC WALKING
In 2002, a new sport was 
born. Nordic walking provides 
a challenging workout with 
significantly less impact on 
the body than running. LEKI 
has been on the forefront of 
this burgeoning sport and has 
maintained its status as the 
leading brand in the category with 
unprecedented buzz in 2021.

TRAIL RUNNING
In 2014, LEKI introduced the first 
100% trail running pole which 
was used by Xavier Thévenard in 
winning the UTMB that same year. 
Since then, LEKI has grown this 
category from the ground up and 
now offers racing products for all 
seasons. The red and yellow colors 
of LEKI Racing can now be seen 
year round in the mountains.

CROSS TRAIL
The newest segment in the LEKI 
family offers products specifically 
designed to meet the growing 
trend of speed hiking. With cross 
trail poles, LEKI has built cutting-
edge, high-end products that 
combine the speed of trail running 
with the ergonomic support of 
trekking poles.
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CROSS COUNTRY
In 1973, LEKI complemented its 
alpine product line with cross 
country poles. It was a long but 
successful journey from ski hiking 
in Germany to outfitting Johannes 
Klaebo, the fastest Norwegian 
racer in the world today.

SKI TOURING
In 1995, LEKI transferred the SLS 
technology used in the trekking 
category to adjustable-length ski 
poles for snow skiing. Combining 
the adjustability of trekking poles 
with LEKI’s expertise in ski pole 
design led to the first ski touring 
and backcountry poles such as the 
Super Extreme.

GLOVES
With the invention of the Trigger 
One in 1998, LEKI launched an 
entirely new category. Since 
then, LEKI has become the 
global market leader in pole/
glove systems. These systems 
are perfectly designed to meet 
the needs of users all around the 
world.

ALPINE SKIING
Karl Lenhart designed the first 
aluminum and composite poles 
in the late 60’s, thus laying 
the foundation for LEKI. Our 
number one innovation was the 
replaceable “LEKI Fix” basket 
system which, in concept, is still 
used today. Since then, innovation 
and leadership have been of the 
utmost importance to LEKI.
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EXCITEMENT 

INNOVATION 

QUALITY

PARTNERSHIP

EXCELLENCE

RESPONSIBILITY



VALUES

LEKI‘s DNA consists of many faces, stories and values. For decades,
LEKI’s philosophy has been centered around six core values which will 
continue to guide us in the future. Each employee and partner
represents our values and deserves to be mentioned. However, we’ve 
selected one representative for each value whose story you can now 
discover.
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EXCITEMENT

We do everything we set about doing with decisiveness, natural 
excitement and dedication. We are passionate about outdoor sports and 
live for our products. We are proud to be able to offer athletes the world‘s 
best products.
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“Even if I’m no longer involved 
in active competitive sports, the 
athlete‘s heart still beats within 
me and is the driving force behind 
some of my crazy sporting 
challenges with LEKI products. I 
remember a 100-kilometer tour on 
skis through the Black Forest and a 
sunrise to sunset tour at minus 20 
degrees on the Feldberg.“

Björn perfectly embodies the 
entire LEKI team and spirit. A 
product is only good enough 
when we’ve tested it ourselves and 
are absolutely satisfied with it.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

EXCITEMENT



Mirna Valerio once wrote on her 
Fatgirlrunning blog about her 
experience of being an active plus-
sized woman in the thinner world of 
trail running. What started as a blog 
is now a movement that inspires 
people to be who they are and to do 
what makes them happy. Her ongoing 
mission: breaking down barriers and 
shattering stereotypes along the way. 
Her smile puts a smile on our faces.

MIRNA

EXCITEMENT
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INNOVATION

We never rest on our laurels. We question our performance daily. 
Today‘s challenges become tomorrow‘s solutions and products. We are 
unrelenting in our search for better and more practical solutions for our 
discerning customers.
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1974 - the LEKI Makalu is born. A 
meeting took place between Klaus 
Lenhart and Reinhold Messner, 
where the crazy idea for an 
adjustable trekking pole came up. 
After much trial and error, the first 
Makalu was made. Four years later, 
Reinhold Messner climbed Mount 
Everest with no additional oxygen 
but with the LEKI Makalu. There’s 
one requirement for innovation: 
courage. Having the courage to 
try, asserting your ideas and not 
letting others stop you holds as 
true today as it did then.

“Our passion is based on the 
consideration of sometimes small 
details, that turn into something 
big. When in the end only one 
person is out in nature with our 
product, wins a race or just reach 
his or her personal goals, we are 
satisfied.”

TECHNOLOGY TEAM

INNOVATION



We love innovative pioneers who 
make history. Dawa Yangzum Sherpa 
was the first Nepali woman to reach 
the summit of Makalu, the fifth 
highest peak in the world, on May 
29, 2019. When we heard about 
Dawa’s achievements, both on and 
off the mountain, we knew she was 
someone we wanted to partner with. 
The Makalu was the first LEKI trekking 
pole and a sensational innovation for 
its time. And then, an athlete makes 
history on Mount Makalu. It was a full 
circle moment for us! In April 2021, 
Dawa reached Annapurna 1, the most 
dangerous of all 8,000 meter peaks 
in terms of the death rate, using LEKI 
poles. These are the stories that drive 
our work each and every day!

DAWA

INNOVATION
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QUALITY

We strive for the highest quality in the design and production of our 
products. High quality, reliable and durable products ensure an optimal 
user experience and the satisfaction of our customers.
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Maintaining consistent quality 
over the years is a constant battle 
and sometimes a painful process. 
There are stressful training days 
for athletes as well as production 
challenges that are not always 
fun. But it’s all for the ultimate 
goal: quality over the course of 
time. Each piece of gear needs to 
mesh with the other pieces. We 
want to ensure at all times that 
our customers‘ needs are met. In 
order to ensure the LEKI quality 
standards for each individual 
product, detailed test criteria are 
defined during development. With 
the help of specially-designed 
and built machines, we test every 
product until we’re 100% satisfied.

MADE IN
TACHOV

QUALITY



Professional alpinist Michi 
Wohlleben participates in one 
of the most challenging sports 
in the world: mountaineering. At 
the age of 17, he experienced one 
of his most dramatic situations 
in Pakistan at 7,000 meters. An 
avalanche begins and hits another 
climbing group. Michi and his 
colleagues are the only ones 
who can help. They dig up the 
injured and wait a total of four 
days with no equipment for the 
rescue helicopter. After two days, 
they run out of gas, food and 
pain relievers. Fortunately, in the 
end, everything was okay. Michi 
Wohlleben learned a lot from 
this experience and today only 
approaches projects he’s 100% 
sure of. His projects, though, are 
still a cocktail of emotions and 
considerations. Continue on or 
abandon it? This mental strength 
ensures the success of every 
single climb.

MICHI

QUALITY
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PARTNERSHIP

We keep our promises. Professional and recreational athletes around 
the world trust LEKI for a reason. The same goes for our employees and 
business partners. We treat everyone with respect, appreciation and 
genuineness.



Partnership also ranks first with 
respect to our athletes. With over 
1.000 athletes in alpine skiing, 
nordic skiing, trail running and 
mountaineering, LEKI draws from 
a unique pool of experience. The 
partnership with each athlete is not 
just about providing them with the 
best equipment, it‘s about standing 
with them as a true partner and 
being there for them in all situations. 
This requires skill, dedication and 
patience. But every moment is worth 
it if we can give our athletes an 
extra boost for themselves and their 
performance.

ATHLETE SUPPORT

PARTNERSHIP
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In 2011, we traveled to Norway 
and found a talented 14-year-
old cross country skier whom 
we equipped with our products. 
Johannes Klaebo is today one of 
the most successful cross-country 
athletes in the world. After the 
Junior World Championships in 
2013, we offered him his first 
contract. Since then, we’ve had a 
unique and trusting partnership. 
Our values are also a top priority 
for Johannes. He’s part of a family 
business that has supported him 
from an early age. His grandfather, 
Kåre Høsflot, is his trainer, his 
father, Håkon, is the manager and 
his younger brother, Ola, is his 
PR consultant and is responsible 
for his social media accounts. His 
younger sister now serves as an 
interpreter, and his mother takes 
care of the finances. Partnership is 
the foundation of every success!

JOHANNES

PARTNERSHIP
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EXCELLENCE

LEKI stands for ultimate performance. We proudly support athletes in 
delivering their top performance and celebrating their successes. The 
connection to elite sports is the foundation of our product development 
work.
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Exceptional athletes need 
excellent products and incredible 
support. Wladimir Kreis, as known 
as “Wladi“, has supported our 
athletes since 1994 by fulfilling 
their every wish and adapting 
poles and gloves to each 
individual. Sometimes, per the 
athlete’s request, a pole needs to 
be shortened or lengthened by 
just one millimeter, the weight of 
the grip changed by just one gram 
or the shin guards individually 
adjusted. We strive for perfection, 
and we’re driven by our passion 
for details.

RACING SERVICE

EXCELLENCE
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EXCELLENCE

We don’t need to list Mikaela 
Shiffrin‘s successes because 
everyone knows what she’s 
already achieved. Her true 
excellence was proven in 2020 
when her world was completely 
turned upside down. There was 
talk of the end of her career, 
but Mikaela Shiffrin struggled 
through many dark months and 
returned to ski the World Cup on 
November 21, 2020 with a second 
place finish. During the World 
Championships, she exhibited 
her dominance and collected 
an incredible four medals in the 
process. True excellence also 
means fighting your way out of 
the deepest valleys. 

MIKAELA
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RESPONSIBILITY

We assume responsibility for our actions and for protecting our 
environment. With our products, people conquer their nature and take on 
their personal challenges.
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Taking responsibility for our 
actions and producing high-
quality products are an integral 
part of LEKI. We were once asked, 
“Why do you repair all these old 
poles after many years of reliable 
service?” Our answer was simple: 
because it’s the right thing to do. 
Responsibility is also important 
to us among our partners and 
athletes. That’s why we especially 
love supporting athletes who take 
their roles seriously and promote 
sustainable social projects.

WALTRAUD LENHART

RESPONSIBILITY

WALTRAUD LENHART
*13.02.1957   17.04.2021



We are the tailwind on the way 
to personal top performance 

and joyful moments outdoors.

PURPOSE
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LEKI LENHART GmbH
Karl-Arnold-Straße 30
D-73230 Kirchheim/Teck

Tel: +49  (0)70 21  94  00-0  
Fax: +49  (0)70 21  94  00-99
Mail: service@leki.de

www.leki.com

IMPRINT
Specifications, designs, technical 
innovations and color subject to change 
without notice.
LEKI shall not be liable for errors.
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